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A learn-to-program blog written with 
journalists in mind 

 

 

http://lifeandcode.tumblr.com 



Keep Calm & Don’t Panic 



Get Excited & Make Things 



Why Data? 
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Visual, 

Shareable 





Data 

visualization is 

expressive 
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persuasive 



Recovery Tracker 

WNYC Snow 

Map 

Tool: Fusion 

Tables 

Intermediate 







NYT oil spill 

NYT Oil Spill 

Tracker 

Tool: Flash 

and TileMill(?) 

Difficulty: 

Expert 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/05/01/us/20100501-oil-spill-tracker.html




Data 

visualization is 

shareable 
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Because data is 

more available 

now than ever 

before 

















Top Secret America 

Washington 

Post 

Flash, etc. 

Expert 

 



Because data 

visualization is 

easier than ever 

before 





Nonprofit News Organizations 

Nonprofit 

News 

Tool: Many 

Eyes 

Beginner 





Population Data 

Baseball 

Salaries 

Tool: 

BuzzData 

Intermediate 





Seattle Times Foreclosures 

Seattle Times 

Foreclosure 

Crisis 

Tool: Tableau 

Public 

Intermediate 





New Haven 

Register 

Tool: Dipity 

Difficulty: 

Beginner 
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Data visualization  

is new 

Myths about dataviz 











Regular people 

don’t want data 

Myths about dataviz 





Data is boring 

Myths about dataviz 





Iraq War Logs 

Associated 

Press 

Iraq War Logs 

Tool: Gephy 

Expert 



Data visualization is 

too hard for regular 

folks to learn 

Myths about dataviz 



Grassroots 

Mapping 

Tool: 

Cartagen 

Knitting 



Cartagen oil spill 









Limits of data 

visualization 



You need to work with the data you have, 

not the data you wish you had 
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Get more resources and 

registration for future 

webinars under Training at 
www.knightdigitalmediacenter.org 

 

 

Future webinars and resources: 

www.knightdigitalmediacenter.org 
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